
 

 
 
 

 
3 February 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Subsequent to my communication on the 29 January, I wish to provide a further update on the novel 
coronavirus (2019-nCoV). 

As you would be aware, Australia has well-established procedures to ensure people with illnesses 
travelling into the country are detected at the border. Recently, the Australian Health Protection 
Principal Committee has recommended additional border measures be implemented to deny entry to 
Australia to people who have left or transited through mainland China from 1 February 2020, with the 
exception of Australian citizens, permanent residents and their immediate family and air crews who 
have been using appropriate personal protective equipment. This also applies to passengers transiting 
in Australia, unless they are Australian citizens, permanent residents or their immediate families. 
(Commonwealth of Australia Department of Health, 3 February 2020). 

As I communicated on the 29 January, the Queensland Government had announced and enacted 
restrictions for travellers who had visited China (including Hong Kong).  I wish to reiterate this earlier 
advice from our health agencies, which remains current: 

Advice for people who have had contact with confirmed cases 

Anyone who has had contact with a confirmed novel coronavirus case must self-isolate for 14 
days following exposure. 

Self-isolation means staying at home and not accepting visitors. 

Advice for anyone who has travelled to China in the past 14 days 

All travellers: 

 Returned travellers who have visited mainland China need to self-isolate for 14 days 
after leaving China. 

Childcare, school and TAFE students, teachers and anyone who works or attends these 
facilities: 

 Returned travellers who have visited China, including Hong Kong, should not attend 
school, childcare or TAFE for 14 days after leaving China, including Hong Kong 
(Queensland Government, 3 February 2020). 

We shall continue to take advice from the Queensland Government in relation to this matter and the 
latest information is available on the Queensland Government website: 
http://conditions.health.qld.gov.au/HealthCondition/condition/14/217/838/novel-coronavirus . 
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As always, the health and wellbeing of our students remains our steadfast priority and I would ask that 
you remain alert to your child’s/children’s wellbeing during this time as children can experience 
different reactions to events such as this. Please do not hesitate to contact your son or daughter’s 
teacher, tutor or Head of House if you have any concerns. 

We do not expect that these latest measures will have an impact on the operations of Whitsunday 
Anglican School and we shall continue to monitor and follow the advice of the Queensland 
Government.   

Given this, the School will be open as normal. 

I wish to thank you for your support and understanding during this time as we navigate this situation 
in our community. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
With kind regards 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Wheaton 
Principal 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


