
 

 
 
 
17 January 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents and Families 
 

Re: Arrangements for students testing positive for COVID-19 or who are close contacts  
(COVID-19 Communication No#3) 

I am writing following the decision by the Australian and Queensland Governments to amend the 
definition of ‘close contacts’ and the period of isolation for diagnosed cases of COVID-19. 

In preparation for the return to School, this is an update on the current health directions regarding 
circumstances when you must inform the School of a positive COVID-19 case involving students. 

When you must inform the School of a positive COVID-19 case 

You must immediately inform the School if your child tests positive for COVID-19 on a Rapid Antigen 
Test (RAT) or PCR test, and your child has attended the School (or participated in school activities) 
within the 48-hour period prior to testing positive, or during a period where your child is required to 
isolate. 

The School is collecting this information to allow efficient management of risks to staff, students and 
the School community arising from COVID-19, including preparing for any possible outbreaks.  When 
collecting this information, the School will comply with its Privacy Policy. 

When students cannot attend School 

A student should not attend School if they have tested positive for COVID-19, or are a close contact, 
during any isolation period. 

A close contact is someone: 

• in the same household as a diagnosed COVID-19 case; or 

• who has spent 4 or more hours with a diagnosed COVID-19 case in a house, accommodation, 
care facility or somewhere similar. 

 
If a student has tested positive or is a close contact, they must isolate for 7 days from the date of a 
positive test or being informed of being a close contact. 
 
When students can return to School 
  
Students who test positive may return to School after: 
 

• they have isolated for 7 days from the date of a positive result, and it has been 48 hours 
since having a fever and acute respiratory symptoms; or 

• if on Day 7 the student has a fever and acute respiratory symptoms, they have isolated for 10 
days from the date of a positive result. 



 

 
 
 
Students who are close contacts may return to School if they have isolated for 7 days and return a 
negative test result on Day 6. 
If a student is a close contact and on any day during the 7-day isolation period tests positive on a RAT 
or PCR test, their isolation period restarts from the date of the positive result, and they may return to 
School once the above steps for a ‘positive case’ is met. 
 
Conclusion 
 
I appreciate that the above measures, which the School is taking to minimise the transmission of 
COVID-19 and otherwise manage risks in the School community, may be disruptive.  I am also mindful 
that members of our School community will understandably have different views regarding the 
Australian and State Governments’ response to the current pandemic. 
 
The School is working to minimise disruption any inconvenience, and ensure that the education and 
safety of our students remains our priority during this challenging time.  We will continue to follow the 
advice of Queensland Health and the Mackay Public Health Unit. 
 
Please contact Mr Jamie Novosel, Deputy Principal (Pastoral - Head of Senior School), at 
jno@was.qld.edu.au or 07 4969 2032, or Mr Mick Martin, Head of Junior School, at 
mma@was.qld.edu.au or 07 4969 2038, if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you for your continued support during this time. 
 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Wheaton 
Principal 
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